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I.—ForerIGN POLITICS, 


Mitra, of the 23rd June, says that the Russian Government 
ee recently asked the Amir of Cabul whether he 
would permit Russian troops to pass through his 
tominjons unmolested, and whether he was willing to supply them with rations. 
i Amir has not yet given any reply. The appearances of things make it 
fal that the Amir will, as a matter of course, side with the English if a 
justre breaks out between them and the Russians. 


The Amir of Cabul. 


Il.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a) —Police. 


9 The Banganivdsi, of the 24th June, says that the village Datshika 
within the jurisdiction of the Fakirhat thana, in the 
Bagirhat sub-division of the Khulna district, 1s 
inhabited by a large number of Muhammadans who 
sre professional dacoits. For the last few months they have been plying their 
wade with vigour in the adjoining villages. They enter houses by night, for- 
cibly take away valuables, violate the chastity of young women, and occa- 
sonally set fire to houses. In two instances, some of them were <0 genie 
and brought to justice, but the light punishments inflicted emboldene them in 
their wicked practice. Some people have left the village for fear of being 
robbed some day or other. It is hoped the authorities will look sharp. 


Bad characters in a Village in 
the Khulna district. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


am : 3. <A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjivani, 
oa eadditional munsif of Ranl- of the 21st June, writes as follows :— 


It is rumoured that the additional munsif of 
Raniganj will be transferred after the month of June. Now, asthe number of 
undisposed of cases on the file of the Raniganj munsifi is still very large, the 
transier Of the additional munsif at so early a date will cause much inconve- 
nience to suitors. ‘The District Judge of Burdwan is asked to see that the 
additional munsif is not transferred before the Durgé Puja vacation. 


a 4. The Sahachar, of the 22nd June, has the 
ao. yo” following on the prosecution of Raja Suryya Kanta 
Acharyya of Mymensingh :— 

The Raja is a quiet, inoffensive, and very respectable man, and no com- 
plaint has ever been heard against him. The matter, which forms the subject 
of the prosecution against him, is of avery trifling nature. It has not, therefore, 
been proper to treat in this way a man like the Raja, who occupies such a high 


°,° - e 2 * . 5 
ana in native society. It will be well if the prosecution drops the case at 
iS Stage. 


D. 


tin aii Sir Charles Elliott intends to abolish the jury sys- 


os tem, and is confident that even if Sir Charles is reall 

so inclined, the Government of India will not allow him to carry out his inten- 
tion. If the jury system is to be abolished for not having attained perfection, 
the law courts, too, ought to be abolished for the same reason. 


Mt. Philline, Masistrete of 6. The Sulabh Dainik, of the 24th June, 


lymensingh, Says :-— 


Mr. Phillips is not quite a nobody. Thank 
ye late Mr, Bradlaugh, even the Britis Sivilamets knows his co His 


Goings in Mymensingh fully bear out his antecedents. 
ng :— QLord ! P 7 


We have at last come to see you, as you are.” People cannot 

Me ug deceived by hypocrisy ; the hypocrite is found out some day ps other, 
- lips’ doings ‘have gradually brought him to the climax of notoriety. 
4; - 2ctors in a dramatic representation cannot see for themselves how their 


acting } . : —“ae- 6 : 
von ean a the audience, so Mr. Phillips is unable to see for himself how 


the authority attaching to his offi Inf 
ye n rity attaching to his office. In fact, one trembles t 
ntaeag *pPpressions which are being committed on the rich and i Ache 
an _ of Mymensingh by this officer of Government. The writer is confi- 
at the Licutenant-Governor will not let such conduct on the part of a 


The Hitavdd:, of the 23rd June, cannot believe the rumour that 


The people are exclaim- 
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_ peshkér should sit on the same bench, and he accordingly removed ¢ 
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District Officer pass unnoticed, His Honour is sure to take proper action ; 
the matter, as soon as the facts of the case come to his knowledge Qn a 
Phillips, too, should see his way to mending his conduct. We coe 
6. A correspondent of the prs cog of the tes June, brin 

Babu Gopal Chandra Banerji, ing charges against Babu Gopal Ch “ 
Sebeoltinte 3 alee of Nadia. fee Gchiadinads Judge of Nadia td andra Banerji, 
(1). On the day the Subordinate Judge joined his appointment at Nad; b 
remarked that it was unbearable to him that the Subordinate J udge ‘ad the 
he 
seat to some distance from his own. He also removed the seats of perkins 


. : the pleaders 
to a distance from his own seat, as he could not bear the smell proceeding from 
the bodies of the pleaders. 


(2). Twenty-four days after coming to Nadia, he had a quarrel with th 
pleader, Biswambhar Babu, in open court. 


(3. He does not hesitate to twit in open court a certain miserly felloy 
named Pran Krishna Banerji for his stinginess. 

(4). The Subordinate Judge is quite innocent of any knowledge of 
surveying, and this causes great inconvenience to the parties, as suits relating to 
churs are very numerous in this district. One day he asked Rajendra Baby 
then a pleader in his court, to teach him compass-surveying, and straightway 
left his bench to learn it. The spectacle was not very edifying to the 

leaders. 
. (5). It often happens that after a case has been heard and discussed, and 
when the Subordinate Judge is about to deliver judgment, he says that he 
has not heard or understood the case in the least. 


(6), The Subordinate Judge frequently alters his own orders, causing 
great inconvenience to the parties. 


(7). The Subordinate Judge is much too hasty to be able to do bis work | 
thoroughly and satisfactorily. 

(8). There is no order and method in the Subordinate Judge’s court. 

(9). ‘The Subordinate Judge passes opinions in open court on the quali- 
fications of the pleaders practising before him. 

(10). The Subordinate Judge’s knowledge of English is said to be very 
limited. For these reasons the people of Nadia are anxious to see him | 
transferred, especially as Government gives Nadia only one Subordinate 
Judge. 

7. The Prakriti, of the 25th June, makes the following remarks on the 

Mr. Phillive case of Babu Sarat Chandra Roy of Sararchar, in 
———! the district of Mymensingh :— 

When Sarat Babu was under trial, Mr. Phillips wrote to the Assistant 
Magistrate who was trying his case that if Sarat Babu admitted his guilt, he might 
be leniently dealt with. ‘The fact is that after all his oppressive conduct in con | 
nection with the case, it suddenly struck Mr. Phillips that there was such a thing 
as law under English rule, and he expiated for his guilt by secretly writing 4 
above to the Assistant Magistrate. Mr. Phillips’ conduct has greatly alarmed the 
people of Mymensingh, and it is apprehended that there will be many more casts 
of failure of justice in that district under his régime. Will not the Lieutenant- 
Governor look to these things? The writer had hitherto refrained from noticing 
Sarat Babu’s case, because he had been unable to believe that Mr. Phillips coul 
be guilty of so much oppression. But the fact that the published account of the 
case has up to this time remained uncontradicted proves its correctness. 


8. <A correspondent of the Dacca Prakdsh, of the 26th June, says that the 

The Second Subordinate Judge YTeason why Barada Babu, the Second Subordint® 
of Dacca. Judge of Dacca, requested the pieadare to transier 
from his court the case relating to a disputed chur in which Raja Srinath Roy 
was plaintiff, and Babu Ruplal Das and others were respondents, was an 
unpleasant altercation had occurred between him and the pleaders in the course 


of the hearing. There was no other reason for this request. Barada Babu 
has decided many chur cases. 


9, The Dainik-o-Samdchir Chandrikd, of the 27th June, has learnt from the 


. Phill Indian Mirror newspaper that Mr. Phillips, Mag 
Mr. Phillips of Mymensingh. trate of My men singh, has applied for two mon 


gs the follow. 
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e: but the writer has learnt that he wants leave for a longer period in order 
h H he may proceed to England, ‘But many people think that, considering the 
on which matters in Mymensingh have taken, Mr. Phillips ought to be granted 


ave £08 good. In any other country an ‘officer like Mr, Phillips would have 


been, long ere this, driven from the service. 

10, The Grdmvdsi, of the 27th June, says that the order of the Judge 
of Hooghly, requiring the criminal prosecution of 
idee ; witnesses not attending court in civil suits in 
obedience to summons, 18 causing much inconvenience, and lots of witnesses are 
being fined. and criminally prosecuted. As people often cite witnesses with the sole 
sbiect of giving them unnecessary trouble, and as court peons are always ready 
to swear tothe personal service of summonses, this order of the Judge has become 
, source of great oppression. And as witnesses have their private business to 
attend to, their attendance at court, day after day, causes them great inconve- 
nience. It is therefore desirable that a rule should be made requiring the exami- 
nation of witnesses, and especially of witnesses of the respectable classes, on the 
day on which they appear in court ; or requiring witnesses to appear only on the 
day on which they are sure to be’examined. And a witness, failing to attend, 
should not be prosecuted solely on the strength of affidavits made by court 

ons. 
. 11, The same paper has learnt that Babu Sarat Chandra Ghosal, Munsif 

Babu Sarat Chandra Ghosal, of Ulubaria, has recently ordered all stamp vendors 
punsif of Ulubaria. _____in his court to get their attendance registered, to be 
present in court until its rising, and not to leave it without the Court’s permis- 
sion at the risk of losing their business. This order is causing great inconve- 
nience to the vendors, one of whom is, as a matter of fact, always present in 
cout, The Munsif holds his Court till late at night, thereby causing great 
— to all concerned. He is also reported to deal harshly with his 
ania. 

12, A correspondent of the Dacca Gazette, of the 27th June, says that Babu 

Bib Chandi Charan Sen, mun. Chandi Charan Sen, First Munsif of Munshigan), 
; a Munshigunj, in the Dacca in the Dacca district, has become very unpopular. 
sri. Suitors are generally dissatisfied with his judgments, 
and he pays little heed to public opinion. 
- 13, hy same paper has the following on the 
st ymensingh case:— 
_ Mr. Phillips’ fame is at last going. to spread all over the country. This 
time he has resolved to teach a lesson to the people of Mymensingh, and, consid- 
oe it mean work to kill a gnat or a fly, he has caught hold of Raja Suryya 
anta, who is the glory of the Mymensingh district. 
on case against the Raja is still sub judice, but the Magistrate has all of 
= issued orders for breaking down the walls of the Raja’s palace, and for 
i a Se Seen, wanes es a to have been encroached upon. The 
se sd phy by understand under what law Mr. Phillips has passed this 
Raia could . ad it carried out, ‘The Magistrate ought to have known that the 
we Bacon rz mo gy this illegal action of his, and that very unhappy con- 
ne ight have followed from such opposition. It wasto the credit of the 
aja that he could hold his temper at such a trying moment. Certainly th 
eutenant-Governor ought to call for an pantie tee Mr. Phillips = 
Ms = very Government, which has conferred high honours on the Raia, is DOW 
estimate” 5 F Pigs foot. What does this mean ?’ The Raja’s place in the 
.. ys _ countrymen, which is a vay high one, will not in the least be 
wv" DY the treatment he has received at the hands of Mr, Phillips; but the 


Prosecution of witnesses in civil 


The Mymensingh case. 


u . 
pubhe, nevertheless, ask why is Government allowing its officials to harass the | 


min whom it has itself honoured ? The Raja i 

SE age ho e Raja is a loyal subject of Her Majest 
. ihe oe of Mr, Phillips’ treatment of him, he Selb like a true and losel 

thinkin 0 of Her Majesty, when he appeared in court in person, and not 

anding th eneath his dignity to walk into the dock, went into it, and remained 

sat whech ae Did Mr. Hallifax understand why the Raja declined to take the 

i et ce - offered him? Asa loyal Hindu subject of H 

Her 9 te er it beneath his dignity to remain standing in the presence of 

he mat he y 8 representative. If Mr. Hallifax had been able to understand this 

ve felt ashamed of his own conduct in making the Raja appear 


er Majesty, the Raja - 
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ersonally in court in a case 80 trifling. It is for Government to . 
far reisonniie it has been for Mr. Hallifax to require the Raja’s pewedl o ct 
ance in court. Government will damage its own reputation if it allo 
officials to behave themselves in this fashion towards persons whom it has itn 
honoured. The officials, who dishonour such persons, dishonour Government d 
Her Majesty herself. The Lieutenant-Governor will, it is hoped, see that th 
Raja’s honour is vindicated, and that the prestige of the Crown and the Govern. 
ment is at the same time preserved intact. 


14. The Sulabh Dainik, of the 27th June, has the following :— 


: . As two peasants, Depal and Bha 
wat dialogue on the Mymensingh pepe a field, Bhagar sah to Depal cea 
have composed a riddle; try if you can golve it. 
Depal.—Tell me what it is) Do you think I am such a fool that I shall be 
unable to solve it? 


Bhagar.—Very well. ‘Tell me which is it—Muktagachhi or Suktagachhi? 

Depal,—Why ? Muktagachhi is the name of our village. , 

Bhagar.—No, no—it is not that—you do not quite understand me, 

Depal.—Then explain yourself more fully. Let me think over it, and then 
I shall answer your question. 

Bhagar.— Brother! last evening I had been to the maulavi saheb’s house, 
While there, a durwan came and handed a bond to the maulavi saheb. The docu. 
ment was written in Bengali, and the maulavi took it to the lamplight to read, 
He read—* The zamindar of Suktagachhi,” On hearing this a Bengal Hindu 
who was in the room, began to laugh, and said,—“ Maulavi saheb, you must 
pardon my impertinence, You have read Suktagachhi for Muktagachhi.” 
‘‘' Your Bengali letters,” said the maulavi, ‘“ are extremely ill-formed, the letter 


ma looks like sa; nevertheless, I have read correctly. This village ought 
to be called Suktagachhi from this day.” : 


Why ? asked the Hindu. 


Maulavi.i—When the lustre of the beautiful Siryya Kanta, the Kohinur of 


Muktagachhi, has paled, what wonder that Muktagachhi(the tree of pearls) should . 
be converted into Suktagachhi (the tree of the oyster-shelis). 


Hindu.—Yes, maulavi saheb, it is really a matter of exceeding regret. The 
hot-headed Mr. Phillips has so grossly ill-treated our beloved Raja that all men, 
Hindu and Mussulman alike, have been extremely pained by it. Grosser acts 
of oppression have been, and are being, committed on the Indians by Englishmen, 
under the British rule. But the English Government, partial as it is to its own 
countrymen, does nothing to check such acts, This is the reason why 0 pression 
committed by Englishmen is not being put a stop to. When the cup of iniquity 
will become full, God Himself will grant a remedy. After saying this, the 
Hindu made his salaam to the maulavi and went away. 


Depal.—Brother Bhagar, then is Muktagachhito be called Suktagachhi from 
this day ? 


Bhagar.—No, no, it was the deep anguish of his heart that made the 
maulavi saheb say that. 


Depal.—What caused him that anguish ? . 
Bhagar.—The District Magistrate has committed great zu/m upon ow 
zamindar, mas Saryya Kanta, who was made to stand in the dock for four hours. 
Depal.—Why, brother, has the Kaja done anything wrong? m 
Bhagar.—No, nothing. The Magistrate has made a mountain of @ molehil 
Depal.—Did not the Magistrate feel any fear or scruple to commit zulm . 
our Raja who is sucha big person? Then, brother, it may be that the Magis 
is the brother-in-law of our Viceroy. to 
Bhagar.—I should not be surprised if he were. But we shall soon come 
ssa or eB not the Magistrate is really the Viceroy’s brother-in-law. 
epal.—How | 
Bhagar.—If this zulm-loving Magistrate is not dismissed the service, then 
will you know that he is the Viceroy’s brother-in-law. 


P ithout 
Depal.—Brother Bhagar, one cannot hear of occurrences like theee woo 
fecling his blood boiling within him. This is a quarrel between one nee had 
another, and we should have nothing to do with it. But if any Fern g heb 


committed such zulm on any respectable Mussulman like the mau 
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* ye, Mussulmans, would have taken a vow not to drink even adrop of water until 
we had combined and driven the oppressor out. 

Bhagar.—Every Feringhee knows that there is unity among the Mussul- 
mans, and that they are a brave people; and all eringhees therefore fear them. 
Now, among the Bengal Hindus, there is no unity or agreement, no, not even 
between husband and wife—they are a weak and timid people. The Feringhees 
know this, and therefore trample the Bengalis under their feet. But, brother, 1¢ 
will not be always such. The eyes of the Bengalis are now being o ened ; 
and they are now slowly advancing along the path of unity. Bengali boys 
have composed a song about the Magistrate’s oppression of the Raja, and are 
going about singing it from house to house. It is a nice song,br other, and 
+3 air is that of the well-known Ghentu song. I will learn the song and 
sing it before you to-morrow. To-day I feel hungry, and must go home now. 

° 15. In continuation of set Ahayt the Sulabh Dainik, of the 28th June, 

has the following :— 

a ised to sing to me? 
Bhagar.— Have not you yet heard that song ? 
Depal.—Y ou promised to sing it to me. 
— Did not the boys go to your part of the village and sing it ? 
Depal.— No. 
Bhugar.—They will go there. They will go about, from house to house, 
singing the Magistrate’s oppressions, and will not cease until they have done 
something to check those oppressions. They will go to every village, and even 
to cities like Calcutta, singing that song. 

Depal—How many are they ? 

Bhagar.— Three. 

Depal.—How old are they ? 

Bhagar.—12, 13, and 14. 

Depal_—Have they no elderly man with them ? 

Bhagar.—Yes, there is one. . 

Depal.— And is it he who has formed the troupe ? 

Bhagar.—No, I have heard that the movement is supported by many big 
people, and that they will form many such troupes and send them to different 
countries to sing this song. : 

Depal.— Why ? Will anything be gained by that ? 

Bhager.—1 cannot say. I hear many things said in the house of the 
naulayi saheb. He, too, is a supporter of this movement. ‘The zulm of indigo 
planters, tea-planters, Magistrates, and other Feringhees is causing them great 
harassment. They will, therefore, compile a book from the newspapers and 
other publications, giving accounts of all acts of oppression committed in India 
by the Feringhees during the last hundred years, and send it to the Queen- 
men ” England, to America, to China, and even to the Sultan in Con- 

itinople. 

Depal.—Yes, such a book can be prepared. But what is the good of 
sending the boys to different countries to sing that song ? 

Lhagar.—What is the good, you ask? It will do much good. People 
pone be made acquainted with our grievances, and an endeavour should 
be made to secure their - age District Magistrates often practise 

zum on the zamindars, The subjects, aye, women too, are oppressed, 
and sometimes even murdered by the Feringhees on roads, in ghats, in 
engedwaers and in railways. But it is only a combination of all the zamin- 
will and raiyats that can yield any good. Therefore it is that the boys 
go about from country to country singing the zu/m of the Feringhees, 
Hepal.— But will the boys sing the same song in all the countries ? 


‘ Fr debe they will go about singing different songs—all descriptive of 
a erent kinds of zulm practised by Feringhees. : } 
deli these boys charge, and take any price, for their performances? 
ugar.— Yes, they take anything that is given them—rice, pice, rupees, 


«e, They sing even before those who do not give them anything. 


Depal.—W ill all this money go to the boys’ own pockets? 
oe “gar.— They will have some portion of this money for their own use, and 
mainder will go to constitute a fund, from which will be paid the cost of 


A dialogue on the Mymensingh Depal.—Now, what about the song you prom- — 


SULABH DAINIK, 
June 28th, 1892. 
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HITAVADI, 
June 23rd , 


NAVAYUGA, 
Juno 23rd, 1892. 
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ublishing a work to be named,' “ Feringhee oppression during a h 
Brother Depal! I have not time to-day to tell you anything vod - red years 
go and do my ploughing, or the maulavi saheb will be displeased. hen. 
I will sing that song before you. Let me now go and do a little work.» sia 


(These articles have also appeared in the Bengal Exchange Gazett 
the Sulabh Dainik is a cheap reprint. B. 7. | , @ Of which 


(c)—Jails. 


The Lieutenant-Governor’s Reso- : 16. The Mitavédi, of the 28rd J une, has the 
lution on the Jail Report. following on the Jail Report for 1891-92, 

(1) Increase in the number of prisoners in the jails may be accounted for 
by one or more of the following four suppositions:—(1) moral deterioration of 
the people, (2) scarcity of food, (3) conviction of innocent persons by judicial 
officers, and (4) increased activity on the part of the police. It is not easy to 
see by which of these suppositions the increase in the number of prisoners in 
the jails, during the year under review, may be best accounted for. The 
Lieutenant-Governor rejects the second and fourth suppositions, and the first, too, 
is clearly absurd in the present matter. Must the writer then suppose that the 
increase was due to the circular issued by the Lieutenant-Governor some time 
ago, requiring judicial officers to be more mindful in the matter of the conviction 
of accused persons? It is to be hoped that the Lieutenant-Governor will 
remove this doubt from the writer’s mind. 

(2) The Lieutenant-Governor has praised Dr. Lethbridge for the reduction 
of jail mortality, which is certainly a very satisfactory result. But 
Dr. Lethbridge should not be allowed credit for this. In 1879 there was terrible 
mortality in the Bengal jails—mortality, for the like of which, one must go 
back to that year of terrible scarcity, 1866; and.in 1879, too, Dr. Lethbridge 
was in charge of the Bengal jails. That mortality brought down upon the 
Doctor very heavy censure from the then Lieutenant-Governor, and created an 
agitation in Parliament, which led to a decrease of the oppression in jails, and 
consequently to reduced mortality therein. 

(3) The writer cannot, like the Lieutenant-Governor, regard with satis- 
faction the reduction of the expenditure on the maintenance of the prisoners; 
for that reduction is often effected by pinching the prisoners, and means 
privation and discomfort. The jail should not, it is true, be a happy dwelling- 
place for prisoners. But it should be seen that not even in the Jails prisoners 
are treated worse than beasts; and prisoners are now unfortunately treated 
worse than beasts in the jails. Let the prisoners be made to work 3 
hard as their strength will permit, but let them by no means be pinched or 
starved. Insufficient food shortens life, and men ‘should not be killed i 
committing crimes, 

(4) Sir Charles Elliott has ordered kitchen vegetables to be grown 
every jail for the use of the prisoners, and one lemon tree to be planted for 
every prisoner ina jail that he may make his food more palatable with the ~ 
thereof. These instructions will certainly be obeyed, but it 1s very much to 
doubted whether the prisoners themselves will benefit by the obeying thereof. 

(5) Sir Charles has not done well by stating in his repurt, that Vague 
should pass sentences of rigorous imprisonment in all cases in which the 4 
provides for such punishment, leaving it to the jail authorities to allot labour : 
the different prisoners according to their physique. This will interfere ie 
the judicial independence of the Magistrates, many of whom will probably 
punish people with unduoc severity, with the view of pleasing His Honour. 


(d)}—LEducation. 


17. The Navayuga, of the 23rd June, says that Navadwipis recognised 
nadie “a. , foremost seat of Sanskrit epee Serko * 

_ Acceptance of Gevernment acceptance of Government grant VY 
ee eee : pandit of Navadwip, Mahamahopadhy#y a ote 
mohan Vidyaratna, has, therefore, been a humiliation for all panaits 1» skhaldas 
It is a matter of rejoicing, however, that Mahamahopadchyay2 ing bave 
Nyayaratna, Krishnanath Nyayapanchanan and Dinabandhu Nyayar@ 


ad 
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clined that grant, and it is to be hoped that other pandits will follow their 


de | 
exami A correspondent of the Hitakari, of the 23rd June, says that he lately 
; met a boy at the Porada station on the Eastern 


Ganja among school-boys. Bengal State Railway, who had been plucked at the 


last B. A. examination from the Ripon College, and who was smokin anja 
freely. On being asked why he had contracted so bad a habit so early in life, he 
aid that a large number of boys smoke ganja like him. And these are the men 
who, after passing the B.A. and B.L. examinations, become pleaders and 


unsifs. 
: 19. The Pratikdr of the 24th June says that the condition of the verna- 


cular and middle class schools in the Murshidabad 
The condition of the lower-class district has become very pitiable indeed. The 
cchools in the Murshidabad dis- ber of middle English schools is fast diminish- 
wos ing, and the vernacular schools have almost all of 
them been reduced to the condition of lower primary schools. There is not 
a single middle class school within the jurisdiction of the thanas Daulatabad, 
Goas, Jalangi, Hariharpara and Noada in the sadar subdivision. Considering 
that the vernacular and middle class schools are the only places where sons of 
middle class people can be educated, it may be asked whether the education 
policy of the present Government will not strike a death-blow at the root of the 
education of the country. The attention of the Education Department is 
called to the condition of the schools in the Murshidabad district. . 


20. The Banganivdsi, of the 24th June, says that Sir Charles Elliott has 
-_ proposed to establish Agricultural and Industrial 
_Asricultural and Industrial Schools all over Bengal. A similar scheme was 
Schouls in Bengal. ° 
proposed by Sir George Campbell, who, however 
failed to carry it out. As for Sir Charles Ellott’s proposal, it seems to be only a 
pretext that will be made use of for aiming a blow at high education. ‘The 
oly tangible result of the scheme will be a waste of the money of the poor tax- 
payers of Bengal. In fact, the province, it seems, will gaim nothing under 
Sir Charles’ administration: it will, on the contrary, lose many of the advantages 
which it had gained under previous administrations. is Honour is never 
found doing what the country requires of him, and is always trying to direct 
people's attention to other matters, and then to silently deprive them of their 
privileges. Bengal must have come to a very pitiable condition indeed, if, 
with all the reputation it has enjoyed for agricultural and industrial pursuits, 


it is now found wanting colleges and schools to teach its people agriculture and 
other industries. 


21. The Sudhdkar, of the 24th June, says that Government’s educational 
; | : policy will affect in a special manner the Muham- 
nd ee conn policy madan community in the country who are not rich 
andpoint. mua or enlightened enough to have schools and colleges 
; of their own. The abolition of the zilla schools 
; ul leave that community entirely at the mercy of schools and colleges estab- 
ate by the Hindus, where no provision is or will ever be made for teaching 
; ‘thanmadan boys Arabic or Persian, or giving them a religious education. 
eh unmadan boys will thus become completely denationalised, and like those 
ie are already receiving their education in schools under Hindu management. 
ih ' ee would therefore suggest that, if Government is determined to 
iti ~ - own schools and colleges for Want of money, it should take into its 
oa = , or place in the hands of a committee specially appointed for ‘the 
: nt the management of all wugf property in Bengal. e annual income 
ect ag estates will not fall far short of five or six lakhs of rupees, and the 
_ “te that large sum can be usefully employed in establishing and maintain- 
ca - six colleges, fifty or sixty entrance schools, and forty or fifty middle 
schools in the province, for Muhammadan education alone. 


22. The Sanjivani, of the 25th June, complains of the delay in the publi- 
cation of the junior scholarships’ list for 1892, 
i rT rag ee the studies of va | boys, 
de. and remarks that undcr Mr. Tawney, the s h 
“bartment of education has become more sluggish still. " sil 


The Junior « 
hi Junior Scholarships list for 


HITAKARI. 
June 23rd, 1892. 


PRATIKAR, 


June 24th, 1892. 


BANGANIVASI 
June 24th, 189. 


SUDHAKAR, 
June 24th, 1492. 


SANJIVANT, 
June 25th, 1892, 
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PRAKRITI, 
June 26th, 1892. 


GRAMVASI, 
June 27th, 1892, 


Dacca GAZETTE, 
June 27th, 1892. 


CHARUVARTA. 


June 22nd, 1892, 
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23. A correspondent of the Prakriti, of the 25th June, says as follows. 
For the upper primary examination in the Burdwan circle, three ia 
___- books in Bengali literature have been appoint ve 
The upper primary examination the year 1892-93. They are the Ni; rob 
course in the Burdwan circle. ‘ Af © Litt Patha by 
Pandit Ramgati Nyayaratna, the Prabandha P, 4 
by Babu Purna Chandra De, and the Kabita-Ausamanjali, Part I] by Bal Ml 
Krishna Kisor Bandyopadhyaya. The practice in all previous years in ts 
Burdwan circle was to appoint only two text-books in Bengali literature fo, the 
same examination. In appointing three books, Babu Brahma Mohan Mallik 
was probably actuated by adesire to serve his two friends, Pandit Ramgati and 
Babu Purna Chandra De; the pandit having retired from the service, and there. 
fore in need of money, and Babu Purna Chandra finding it necessary to get 
something by way of eking out his income from the sale of keys, meaning books 
&c. Of the two books, the Aziz Patha and the Prabandha Patha, the former i 
no doubt, fitto be made a text-book for the upper primary examination, but the 
latter is written in a bombastic style, and contains matter which is beyond the 
comprehension of the boys for whom it is intended. ‘That the book is difficy! 
is proved by Babu Brahma Mohan Mallik’s selecting for the examination only 10 
essays out of the 19 contained in it, | 
As the upper primary examination will be held this year at the end of the 
month of September, boys of 9,10 and 11 will have to read 144 pages of the 
Niti Patha, and 72 pages of the Prabandha Patha, and 44 pages of poetry—in 
all, 230 pages of prose and verse within 9 months. Again, the Prabhanda Patha 
contains 154 pages and its price is 11 annas. But could not a better book and a 
cheaper book be selected in lieu of the Prabandha Patha? Books selling at 6 
annas and well suited to the capacities of little boys could be easily had, But 
they are not written by Babu Brahma Mohan Mallik’s protégés, and could not 
therefore be selected. There is time yet to exclude one of these books from the 
appointed course, and to reduce the quantity of the selections made from the 
Prabandha Patha. | 
24. The Grdmvdsi, of the 27th June, says that Babu Brahma Mohan 
Mallik wasa worthy successor of Babu Bhudeb 
Mukerji in the office of Inspector of Schools, and 
discharged the duties of his office to the satis- 
faction of the public. Men of Babu Brahma Mohan’s type are now rare in the 
Education Department. The writer notices his retirement from the service with 
deep regret, which is shared by the people of his district. Babu Beni Madab 
De will be a fit successor of Babu Brahma Mohan in the office of Inspector of 
Schools. Heisas much respected as Babu Brahma Mohan for his learning, 
ability, and devotion to duty. Many think that Babu Brahma Mohan’s sucets 
in his high office was owing to his siteintne Beni Babu’s help and co-operation 
It is rumoured that Beni Babu’s appointment to Babu Brahma Mohan po 
is temporary, and that a European will be permanently appointed to that office. 
But the appointment of a European will be objectionable on two grounds. 2 
the first place, Government is in the habit of saying that, when fit, natives W 
be appointed to high posts under it; and it will be, therefore, acting contrary to 
its professions if it appoints a European in this instance. In the second place, 
as Asststant Inspector of Schools, Babu Beni Madhub De has. acquires - 
amount of educational experience which will be wanting in the European gentle: 
man who is being named in this connection. ~ 
25. The Dacca Guzette, of the 27th June, saysthat the Manual of Greogtap™» 
appointed as a text-book for the Entrance exabr 


: . - * ¢ 
E 2) sa beey for the Entrance nation of the Calcutta University, contains atta 
: ? on Hinduism and Muhammadanism. 


Babu Brahma Mohan Mallik’s 


successor. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


26. The Chérurdrtd, of the 20th June, Bays c 
Health of Mymensingh town. the bad health of Mymensingh town 15 due 10 
following causes :— 
(1) Absence of pucka drains. 
(2) The existence of a large number of filthy tanks, 
(3) Stinking canals and ditches. 
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(4) Deposit of refuse and stable-sweepings within the town. 

5) The filthy condition of privies. 

‘ Want of pure drinking-water. 
7) Abundance of objectionable food. 

8) Want of pucka roads. i 

9) Want of public squares within the town. 

10) The existence of distilleries within the town. 
11) The bad condition of the Brahmaputra river near the town. 
12) The abundance of houses constructed with tin. 


97, The burdwan Sanjvani, of the 2lst June, sees no reason to doubt BURDWAN SANJIVANI 
the truth of the statement made by the Chairman June2ist 1892. 


The elective system inthedistrict of the Burdwan District Board in the Board’s 

of Burdwan. | Administration Report for 1891-92, that the elective 
 gvstem has not at all taken root in the district of Burdwan. A membership of 
cach of the three local boards, the Sadar Local Board, the Raniganj Local 
Board, and the Kalna Local Board—fell vacant last year, and the rate-payers 
were so indifferent in the matter of exercising their elective rights that 
Government had to fill up the vacancies. ‘his apathy reflects great discredit 
on the inhabitants of the district of Burdwan. Has their ardour in the 
matter of election cooled all on a sudden? Asregards the masses generally, they 
never appreciated the elective system, nor do they appreciate it now. In the 
matter of election, they have been simply following the lead of their educated 
countrymen. ‘They are still willing to be led by the latter, but the question is, 
who is to be their as ve ? Probably those who, at the outset, showed great 
eagerness for the elective franchise, have since ceased to take any interest in 
the matter, and popular enthusiasm has consequently decreased. 

98. The Sahachar, of the 22nd June, says: — 

The Shahabad District Board has started a Monthly, named the 
Shahabad District Gazette. But why is the Board 
wasting its money in this way? If it has a super- 
fluity of that commodity, and does not know what to do with it, why does 
it not help people suffering from famine? Considering that the Board’s own 
acts and proceedings can never be impartially criticised in the Gazette, what 
3 the good of starting or maintaining it ? 

29. A correspondent of the Navayuga, of the 23rd June, complains that pas- 

The Kushtia ferry sengers have to wait long at the Kushtia fe 

ghat, exposed to the sun and rain, and that the 
boatman compels even respectable people to work at the oar, because he keeps 
ho rower himself. | 

30. The Hitakari, of the 23rd June, has learnt that great oppression is com- 

A ponnd-keeper in the Tangail mitted _on the people by the keeper of the Pakulla 
ee of the Mymensingh pound in the Tangail subdivision of the Mymen- 

, singh district. Enquiries were made into the con- 
duct of the pound-keeper, butewith no result. It is hoped the District and the 
Local Boards will do the needful in the matter. 

31. The Banguvdsi, of si pe J an yh tne arrangements will be made 

tila or the supply of filtered water in the town of Arrah 
Siahahed Inert Atte inthe 5. on Shababad district, partly at the expense of 
Distr _ , the Municipality, and partly at the expense of the 
“a 29 Board ; the Municipality contributing a lakh of rupees, and the District 
a an equal sum towards the accomplishment of the scheme. But the writer 
‘to understand why the District Board, which has nothing to do with the 

ratepayers of the Municipali 
e Municipality, should be made to pay for their comforts Is 


itd one in Shahabad to protest against the intended action of the District 


A District Board publication. 


Oar 


32. The same paper says that since the system of farming pounds was 
es introduced, great oppression has been committed 
treatment of a on the people by the pound-keepers. Besides ill- 
aye : the impounded beasts, which are allowed to remain in open 
cattle fron out any food whatsoever, the pouberoaraer employ men to steal 
a hd mcns stables, and bring them to the pounds in order to increase their 
control of me from fines It is the District Board Babus who have now the 
the pounds, and they are not quite ignorant of this evil practice of 


SAHACHAR, 
June 22nd, 


NAVAYUGA, 
June 23rd, 1892. 


HITAKAR 
June 23rd, 1892. 


BaNGAV4SI, 
7s 22am 
June Zi, 1092. 
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the pound-keepers, but they do nothing to check it. It is hoped the]; 
Govarnts will look into the matter, P ¢ Lieutenant, 


33. The Sanjivant, of the 25th June, says that Government has Jon hes 
A Municipality at Samastipur proposing to constitute Samastipur, in the te 
in the Darbhanga district. bhanga district, into a Municipality, but has n 
yet seen fit to give effect to its purpose. In mn 
meantime, cholera has for some years been committing havoc among the peo ¢ 
and this year, too, it has been raging violently for two or thr pe 


: ee mo th ea y 
water of the river Gandak has become very filthy, and the stench in the iam 
makes them impassable, And want of good drains has made the place a oy 


bed of malaria. 
PRAKRITI, 34. A correspondent of the Prakriti, of the 25th June, says that cattle. 


June 25th, 1892. ound oppression has become intolerable ' 
Kactnaizogl in "district of ‘nadangé in the district of Nadia. As the iii 
Nadia. of pounds are in the habit of giving half the 
amount levied as fine on the owners of impounded cattle to people bringin 
cattle into their pounds, the incentive to impound cattle has become very wan 
and cattle, grazing even on pasture grounds, are often impounded. Oppression 


ession 
from this cause has become intolerable, and the people look up to Government 


for relief. 


SANJIVANI, 
June 26th, 1892, 
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(9)—Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


S\HACHAR, 35. The Sahachar, of the 22nd June, says that as trains on the southern 
June 22nd, 1892. 


| section of the Eastern Bengal Railway line often | 

fe wl — 3 Son “oo reach Calcutta later than the fixed time, passengers 
State Kailway line. travelling in these trains, and particularly those 

| among them who serve as clerks in the Cualeuta 
offices, are put to great inconvenience. They often reach their offices late, and 
are fined in consequence. The writer has in his employ several clerks, who 
can never come to office before 11 a.M., in consequence of the late arrival of 
these trains. The Manager, on being represented to on the subject, promised 
to set the matter right, and for two days the trains came to Calcutta i time, 


but they are again being delayed as before. Why are not the drivers asked to 
be a little more punctual ? 


(h)— General. 


eae Balbus, 36. It appears to the Behdr Bandhu, of the 9th June, that Government is 


June 9th, 1892. | determined on abolishing all places of pilgrimage 
Government, and the Hindu for the Hindus. ‘his is very reprehensible conduct 
places of pilgrimage. 
on the part of Government. a 
JRDWAN SANJIVANI, ov. Lhe Burdwan Sanjivant or tne st yule, 
7 21st, 1892. ene caey GHemiien, refers to the recruitment of coolies under false 
inducements, and observes as follows :— ; as 
This fraudulent practice can be in some measure checked by appointing 4 
highly paid officer of good character to inspect the coolie depots every day, 
enquiring about the condition of every, cooly, and explaining to him aul oe 
the nature and conditions of the service in the gardens for which he 1s gps 
If such an officer tinds in any cooly depét any man or woman of the mid ¢ 
class, he should forthwith send information to his or her family. The oxaaing 
rules, regarding the inspection of cooly depdts, are wholly inadequate a 18 
down oppression connected with the recruitment of coolies, and it is there a 
hoped that the authorities will no longer remain indifferent in the mai 
but will take special measures to remove this blot from their administration. 
BURDWAN SANJIVANI, 88. The same paper does not approve of the proposal that has ee 
Oi ies for orying the foul water in the ditch, pri Coe 
with the distillery at Burdwan, to the river 4° 
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sonstructing the distillery buildi 
be a loser by the removal of + ag be the offices connected with i 
concerning the health of the peo istillery. But when the it, and may 
gain ‘hould be set aside. Takin BY all considerations of question is one 
joss and gain, it 18 extremely ‘II e matter, however, to eos oF loas and 
the town of Burdwan has risen. 7 1? considering how high th one of pecuniary 
losing, by selling the distille ate, that Government wi e price of land in 
39, The Sahach ry grounds and the adjoint will gain, instead 
, ahachar, of the 22nd Jun ee yy buildings. ad of 
‘Government's barft’ entitled ‘ oe as the followi } : 
one 4 Government's barfi’ (a hic gs im an article 
for its principal ingredient): at, having shir, or milk thi igh class sweet- 
Barfis with coatings of ail ckened by boiling 
But those that have once ta silver are alluringly ex | 
ge sted of them k posed for sale in 
with sliver, they are not now very w ll the shops. 
adulterated things made of made of khir, as they ou ht that, though coated 
has recently offered to th powdered rice. And the 3 to be, but are rotten 
eiliane have been a statutory civilians, is a thi arf, which Govern 
created provincial av ed whether or not they eo uing of this nature. on 
them by Government 1C@. But seeing that a. ds Reggie to enter the new! “sg 
which is ordinarily onl li not genuine, but rotten | which has been offered 
+» When doubts were in the shops, they have Sg adulterated like the lee 
ae of the Public aoe shag by the public in cia Me say refused to sabes 
ommissi ction wl ‘ 
rn sspeech at Puna,—" watt till ie aeaaee Lord Dufferin 1 ai, ith the appoint- 
— ae cee beforehand.” T ‘ result of the toe dignantly said in 
mmission nas been + : pe 6 country ha 1 out, and d 
cies Wei to deprive it of ad s waited, andthe o not 
appointed. N vantages which it result of the 
was capable of behavi . obody ever thought it possessed befo 
in this matter. Th ving with the people in th ght, before this, that G Roar 
Statutory Cecil & e people of this count e way in which it h overnment 
, as beh 
should be held. en Tadi on the understandi ry consented to the aboliti — 
- n India a teres. that the Civi abolition of th 
cession will not b s well as in England ivil Service Examinati e 
This is certain] e granted, but the S gland. But they n gy vege 
tatutory Civi y now see that th 
Sr ote nly an act of breach of faith y Civil Service will b e con- 
the Statetor? Ber and dissatisfied the ith on the part of Govern e abolished. 
had thee y Service will, on no people. It is hoped th ment, and it has 
ithe people should, 1 account, conse ped that the memb 
subject, Th uld, in the meantim nt to enter the Provinci mbers of 
the eho question should be rais d , send a memorial to ge ses Service. 
of 1870. poy .. India have the right = 3 pera whether er gs on the 
writer has learnt ene should also oy aside Parliament’s own ross and 
Lansdowne had pn Ps reliable source that press & 08 tp autye ew 
a. ie India, Pra i ny to fe with the ble Lord Cross aa Bes 
se § ort-si ] 16 isthe Memb reach of f ° ‘ or 
the matt ehted Anglo-Indians ers of the Secretary of aith with the 
think thes - In India, the , wedded to old id y of State’s Council— 
th , these men did with 1 ideas — who 1 
India will Ace sonra lawlessness pes get y punity what they liked — = 
ndia has passed cag hn show to these pal age woreer here. The Hoss! they 
WihOUt 4 ols 1 . n , 1 n at th 1 "Pe © f 
biuself in the matter,  ommamen 00. the fenaeet Pom Ag Regprcntnsse te 
. : 7 LL 600 a 7a nn . 
7 rlscuseed ioe “a The Congress will pA tn Patrike will pe soenmences 
i A ay wy we iahech tate assemble, and the mz ee ae 
‘one voice to Parliam in all the Provinces nee oe cab gpe gk 
2 committing i Cnt, Govern : © mpire r ali Over 
g its cont ment is sure t epresent the m 
“ape es emplated breach of fai o be restrained b posed 
sive lreatment of nolvin's oppres- d It 18 to be regretted th 
Th L; indus, . eparture from this co at on the ee 
He hes eutenant-Go is showing the Hi untry, Sir Auckland 5 nie 
ar that the ries gd of the North-Wester i“ that he is not the} Tete 
the is they edt me when the iiliscn of ths is Fall ag ing a 
emand arge of their publi eir duty to consult, th o old school Mes , 
his - ats an extension £ pu lic duties. You » the wishes of the a ed, 
the 10ns that h or your political richts: want to raise you eae am 
po e and his wll s; but Sir Ausbland ‘iy eads ; you 
not permit such thi showing by 
AUN SS. He has 


Wer, and h 
e bad » 7 
exercise it; let him prevent it who can. Th 
will e Hurdwar 


SAHACHAR, 
June 22nd, 1892, 
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mela was broken up with the aid of mehters and low class 

constables, and nothing like that was ever seen before. Europe 
notion, and European writers say, that the Mussulman religion was propagated 
at the point of the sword. But tell us, if you can, under what Mussulm 

Emperor and in what Mussulman country was such violence done to the 
religious rites of asection of the ‘population as has been done at Hurdwar? 
What are your outcries and complainings worth? You possess no power, Al] 


M Ussulman 
ans havea 


power is in Sir Auckland Colvin’s hands. He is doing justashe pleases, and does 


not care you at all. It is no use expecting any remedy from the Government of 
India, for so long as Lord Lansdowne is at the head of that Government such 
things will go on freely, and you will be unable to stop them. 

If the views of Sir Auckland Colvin in this matter had not been such ag are 
described above, events like the following would not have occurred s0 soon after 
the Hurdwar affair :— 

The town of Mhow has a large Hindu’ population, and Mussulmans wer 
not formerly allowed to slaughter cows within its limits. This rule was jp 
force from the time of the Moghul Emperors. On the occasion of a quarrel 
between the Hindus and the Mussulman Jolas of the town, not long before the 
establishment of the British power, the order was given by the Mussulman 
ruler that nothing should be done to wound Hindu feeling. [Of course, Sir 
Auckland Colvin is a more experienced and a more largely-read man than the 
Mussulman ruler in question, and he is certainly in his own opinion the one onl 
civilised man.} A similar quarrel again broke out in 1805, and the Hindus 
having protested, the Government of India directed the enforcement of the rule 
which obtained under the Mussulman Emperors. ‘The Mussulman population 
of Mhow is mostly composed of Jolas. If there had been men of education 
among them, they would have surely understood the signs of the times, and 
would never have given the local European officers an opportunity to permit the 
breaking of heads. The Jolas having slaughtered cows in 1865, the Hindus 
complained to the loca] Magistrate, who considered it his duty to give effect 
to the orders of the Government of India and the Sadar Courts, and accord- 
ingly prohibited the practice. After this, things went on smoothly for some time. 
But the manner in which, since the establishment of the Congress, Sir Auckland 
Colvin and his European officials have repressed the Hindus, has again turned 
the heads of these ignorant Jolas, and they have therefore again killed cows. 
Kemembering the aid and sympathy they had received from the authorities 
on previous occasions, the Hindus again made their representation to them. 
But this time evil counsel prevailed, and the local Joint-Magistrate passed 
orders authorising cow slaughter by the Jolas. The Hindus next appealed to 
that false friend, the Lieutenant-Governor, and received the stereotyped reply 
that His Honour saw no reason to interfere! No reason for interference 04 
matter which may lead to murder and bloodshed! !! 

After this unprecedented treatment accorded to them by the Lieutenant- 
Governor, the Hindus appealed to the Governor-General. But Lord Lansdowne 
is now the Governor-General. The people respect His Excellency greatly, and 
are prepared to render him still greater respect. But, unfortunately for him, % 
well as ourselves, the present Viceroy is showing himself unable, even '% 
blunder himself, so to say, into the right course of action. Ever since that 
mysterious change which came over Lord Lansdowne after the Cashmere a0 
Manipur affairs, His Excellency has shown by his actions that Asia. 
Europe are not considered by him fit to be governed on the same princip e 
With the example of the Amir Abdur Rahman before him, who recelvé ne 
pescaee of his subjects with his own hands, His Excellency 1s unable to 

ike that ruler. The Governor-General refused to receive that petition © 


Hindus, and true to the traditions of “red tape” told them that, in oe a 
with standing rules, the petition should come to him through the Local 8 
ment. In other words, the supreme ruler of the country directed them to 


their petition through the very person against whose decision that petition wi 
an appeal. The Hindus now did what they were told to do. Alre of ne 
civilian of the North-Western Provinces, Sir Auckland Colvin, has c- nou! 
additional training which his service in Egypt has given him. His “p . 
has rejected the petition of the Hindus with the remark that as 1t was D0" 
within the prescribed period of six months, he cannot transmit at 
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Government of India. We have never seen anything like this. The subjects 
‘el grieved and ask for help. You may help them or not as you like, but you 
ought to hear what they have to say, and then do what you think best. But not 
oven this is to be. “ See whether or not I have the power ”—is what Sir 
auckland Colvin is in @ manner contemptuously telling the Hindus. Now, the 
question 18 One that has reference to the religious practices of the people. In 
Major Stewart's History of Bengal, written about eighty years ago, the Bengalis 
are described as a peaceful and law-abiding people who do not appeal to arms 
unless and until they are subjected to gross oppression or violence is done to 
their religion. ‘This 1s true of every native of India. It isthis question of 
interference with the religion of the ag sate ne produced the Sepoy Mutiny of 
1857 i ot ——. to its foundations. Successive Ministries and 
| Governors-General have always proceeded cautiously in this matter. Her 
Majesty wrt — wall yet gracious proclamation, and successive Viceroys 
have repeated and made go the promise, that the British Government will 
neither itself interfere with the religion of its subjects, nor allow others to 
Jo so. It, however, remained for Sir Auckland Uclyin to break that promise 
and destroy that firm conviction of the Indians. ‘The question is one that has 
reference to the religious practices of the people, and Sir Auckland Colvin has 
a3 it were, driven a coach and four through the rules framed in this connection 
by the Mussulman Emperors and after them by the Government of India The 
eople came to represent their grievances, and an old and experienced Civilian 
administrator has told them that their case was barred by limitation. Even in 
the Law Courts, the plea of limitation is disregarded if good reasons can be 
shown for disregarding it. But Sir Auckland could not do this. Conduct like 
this is unworthy of a Governor, Sir Auckland Colvin’s action in this matte 
looks as if it proceeded from a personal grudge of his. : 
What is the Hindu Mahamandal doing? Let it take this matter up. Let 
there be once more an appeal to Lord Lansdowne. Sir Auckland has aded lik 
that great hero Sir Lepel Griffin. We, however, believe that the Go t 
of India will not depart from the policy of religious neutralit which it - 
alvays followed in this country. We do not lightly raise the ae Pee 1 — 
im danger, and we have repeatedly warned our countrymen not to ral : pa 
~ a what has just occurred at Hurdwar and Mhow cannot but die 
am and uneasiness to the Hindus. It 1 
moment being shown to the Mussulmans, pri Bh oP ttre > ge Bo 
again 1s interference with religion, if not this ? Even under th on “4 
sive Musulman rulers, the Hindus were permitted to hold their aa "at Hund rat, 
and cow-slaughter was prohibited at Mhow. Let us therefore ce ] - 
=e indy and we shall surely obtain justice. For unlike’ Sir pes 
0 ; : , . ; - 
per ey the English nation cherishes no feeling of hostility to the Indians. 
yet these oppressions possess one redeeming feature, and that 1 
serve to teach their victims zd and perseverance. L t yt yg 
Parliament and lei a : P re c us then appeal to 
t our motto be “ India for the Indians ; Indi 
the avstem of administration which ht ° ° : ] ey a must be given 
eae ae ustration which. obtains in the colonies. History teaches the 
t the outset the absolute ruler has it all h + j 
people who win in the long run. W 4s nome er ae ee 
ot India will not remain indifferent i ; i [, are eet Se ovement 
tisk now euencics tae eee ment a regard to the very important questions 
4], The B ° f . 
Sil anganivast, . re a : a os unable to understand why a _—_—Bawaanrvasy, 
tary to the Bengal See er ie the R een pherawibonge tao! J ? sicaiaiaibaa 
. appointed to officiat for M: er 
s10n pd Mr. Bolton and others, who are )is i Yo een eee 
- The sa ae te : 
— me paper 7" ‘ Set the Beige ee ota answer to the —_Basoan:vast 
roney. ” Telief with road cess 4p ’ : a _ e rouge the province against 
» spending of the road cess money on famine 
Ath January 1890. D; relief is that by the Resolution published on the 
province, and as sch istrict Boards are a part of the Administration of the 
the relict of a; uch are bound to spend 4ll the money at their di lf 
0 to say th hha when scarcity prevails in the countr : His Fe ey a 
and those a romet work has been commenced on this principle in North Bihar, 
Oobject to this ought to know that the s f 
gat t pending of road cess money, 
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on famine relief is a sre f legitimate proceeding ; that it is Only when] 
funds fail that the provincial exchequer will come to the rescue ; and that 
the provincial exchequer fails to cope adequately with distress, the Supreme (; . 
ernment will grant money from the famine grant. According to Charl, 
Elliott, the spending of road cess money in relief works will be no abuse of th 
fund, because the money, which is spent in other years for local purposes will 
in a year of scarcity, be spent only for the good of a whole district, » Will, 
Government may and will do as it pleases, and it will be rank presumption 
to speak against its actions. But the writer cannot, nevertheless, refrain fry, 
saying that the present Government is guilty of a gross breach of the promis 
which was given to the people by the Government which first imposed th, 
road cess. 
43. A correspondent of the Prakriti, of the 25th June, says that Baly, 
Babu Pran Kumar Ghosh, Sub- Pran Kumar Ghosh, Sub-Registrar of Diamonj. 
Registrar of Diamond Harbourin Harbour, is in the habit of giving unnecessary 
ee trouble to people coming to his office for registrg. 
tion purposes, It is hoped that the authorities will keep an eye upon him, 
44, The Sanjivani, of the 25th June, requests the favour of the Lieutenant. 
Governor’s attention to the following matter, 
Points for the Lieutenant-Gov- during his coming visit to Bankura :— 
ernor’s consideration at Bankura. 


(1. Subhankar’s danda was an irrigation canal in Bankura, which has 
recently silted up. The re-excavation of this canal will be of great benefit to 
the peasantry dwelling on its banks. Not more than Rs. 40,000 will be 
required for the work, the interest of which can be paid out of a rate imposed 
on the people who use the water. 


(2;} A bridge over the Gondai river on the north of Bankura will be of 
great benefit to the people of the district. 

(3). On Babu Bipin Chandra Pramanik’s revaluation of the Bankura 
District, the cesses have been nearly doubled. This will ruin the poor people of © 
the district. 

4, Babu Bhuban Mohan Raha, senior Deputy Magistrate of Bankura, 
though an able. and experienced man, is very slow in his work, especially in 
registration work. This causes great inconvenience to the public. __ | 

5. The amla of Babu Protap Narayan Sinha, Honorary Magistrate ot 
Bankura, are said to take bribes from the parties. ye 

6. The abolition of the Bankura centre for the Entrance examination 0 
the Calcutta University last year has been causing great inconvenience to the 
students of the district. 

7. Though there is a rule requiring the transfer of the highly paid avis 
from one district to another, Babu Indranarayan Biswas, Asaduddin Muhammad, 
and other highly paid amla in the Bankura district have never been trans 
ferred. 

8. The searching fees paid in the record-room of the district are no 
credited to Government as they ought to be. ea 

9. Murders and dacoities have of late become rife in the district. 

10. The coolics, who are sent away for the plantations from Menkes, 
ought to be registered at Bankura, because such registratian will put an effectu 
check upon the fraudulent practices of the arkatis. oo 

11. Some years ago Mr. Anderson, then Magistrate of the district, P 
chased a house, called the Hill House, which had spacious grounds i 1 
Mr. Anderson included in his land a considerable extent of municipal ’ 
contiguous to his own. And following Mr. Anderson’s example Babu Pro pf 
Narayan Sinha and Mr. Broadhead, the Missionary, have also encroached a%) 
municipal land. A rich shop-keeper, named Bama Charan Datta, has asthe 
lowed suit by including a public drain in his land. The Municipal nse 8 
sioners have allowed such encroachments to go on without raising any ny 
Lately, a tax on privies has been imposed, and tanks and temples have 
subjected to it. t that 

45. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 27th June, has learn . 

henceforward all iron and steel for the ag 
Supply of iron goods to Govern. Government in this country will be taken agal 
mie local manufacturers. But among the 


os that have been authorised to supply steel and iron goods to Govern- 
ons gr vaprva of Messrs. Sibkrishna Daw it | Company is not found. And this 
ae ‘; all the more noticeable, because Daw and Company are inferior to 
om of the Iron Manufacturing Companies who have received the favour of 


— 46. The Samvdd Prabhdkar, of the 29th June, 
The Lieutenant-Governor on the has the following :— | 
ee When the Bangavase og ~ ar by 
nt in-September last, Sir John Edgar wrote to the Supreme Govern- 
im a the Licuteinanit-Governee had thought it advisable to desist from 
carrying on the case. But the Lieutenant-Governor now says, in his resolution 
on the Calcutta Police Administration Report for 1891, that a nolle prosequi was 
entered, as the defendants expressed contrition for their conduct. ‘The public, 
however, believe that Government had to give up the case, because Sir Comer 
Petheramn’s attitude in regard to it was not very favourable for Government. 


III.—LeEGIsLATIVE, 


47, The Banganivdsi, of the 24th June, has the following on the Chauki- 
as dari Bill :— 

oe oe (1) The Indian Daily News says that Govern- 
ment will not press the Chaukidari Bill in Council, in its present form, and that 
the Select Committee appointed to report on the Bill will make considerable 
changes in it. This is good news. Considering what a determined attitude 
the Government has assumed against the opinion of the native press, the people 
had little hope that the Chaukidari Bill would be altered. They now anxiously 
wait to see what changes the Committee make in the Bill. Itis, at any rate, 
clear that the Bill will not be hurriedly passed. ‘The greater the delay in pass- 
ing 2 bad measure, the better. 

(2) The favourite Chief Secretary of the Lieutenant-Governor filled 
the hearts uf the peaceful people of Bengal with anxiety and dismay by the 
troduction of his Chaukidari Bill in the Bengal Council. The attitude of the 
Lieutenant-Governor and of his Chief Secretary in regard to the measure also 
tilled their minds with strange fears and apprehensions of impending danger, 
driving them to protest against the Bill. It is said that the strong protests 
elicited, both in the towns and in the mufassal, have induced Government to 
keep the Billin abeyance for the present. There can be little doubt that the 
passing of the Bill in its present form will, by placing inordinate powers in the 
hands of the Magistracy, be a source of great mischief to the mufassal gentry ; 
lor the writer will not guarantee that Magistrates like Mr. Phillips will not 
ulways be found in the public service. 

aes 48. The Bangavasi, of the 25th June, has the 

rey Cheetos. following on the Chaukidari Bil:— 
he chaukidar is as much under the control of Government now as he 
willbe when the Chaukidari Bill will be passed. But his appointment and 
isnussal, and the payment of his salary, being entirely in the hands of pan- 
“uayets chosen from among the people, he is now obliged to conduct himself in 
+ spirit of obedience to the villagers, and he does not therefore dare to commit 
i gas upon them. Government thinks that this is a condition of things 
en interferes with a good administration of the country, and it therefore 
= nts to completely alienate the chaukidar from the village people. But it 
: nevertheless make the village people pay the chaukidars whom it will itself 
Fae and very probably there will be greater rigour in the collection of the 
i - tax. The panchayets have been proposed to be kept up simply for 
wil or ty assessing and collecting the chaukidari tax, for work, that is, that 
ag = : them incur the utmost displeasure of the village people. This 
deletes odge on the part of Government no doubt. The panchayets will be 
will te of all the other powers they possess under the existing law. They 
into ele ‘Act, be reduced to mere puppets, whilst the chaukidar will be brought 
rid contact with the police and made all powerful in the village. The 
when th r now helps the panchayet in the collection of the chaukidari tax, but 
will Bet panchayet’s control over the chaukidar will be gone, the chaukidar 
certainly consider it his duty to help the panchayet in such collection. 
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And will not this be placing the panchayet in a position of great difficulty ? 
It will be, indeed, extremely unjust to place private individuals in a posities 
in which they will be obliged to incur the displeasure of their fellow- : 
by collecting a tax, which will be expended in maintaining chaukidars, 
be Government’s own servants. If Government is anxious to make the 
= completely its own servants, why does it not pay them from its own 
v0cket * 
The police already exercises sufficient control over the chaukidars, nay, it 
exercises over them more control than is sanctioned in the law. For it is the 
rule with police officers not to abide by the law, and to break the law rather 
than obey it. The duties which chaukidars are now ordinarily made to per. 
form are as follows:— 

(1) Attending the thana two days in the week. 

(2) Giving the police a list of the births and deaths in the village. 

(3) Informing the police of the state of the crops. | 

(4) Waiting day and night upon the Magistrate, or any police officer 

who happens to come to the village on circuit. 
(5) Rendering service to other public officers. 
(6) Giving information to the police of thefts, dacoities, murders, and 
highway robberies within their jurisdiction. 

Besides these public duties, the chaukidar has on many occasions to 
do a large amount of menial work for the thana people. And this means that 
the chaukidar is already under so much police control that the Bill cannot 
possibly make the aes control over him greater. The proposed law, there. 
fore, whilst failing to increase the control of the police over the chaukidar— 
the most important object in the mind of the Government—will put an end 
to the very healthy and desirable state of things implied by the village chauki- 
dar’s fearing, not the Government only, but the village people too. ‘The upshot 
of all the modifications proposed in the chaukidari law is to remove the 
chaukidar completely from under the control of the village people. But that 
— be productive of no good. It will only increase police oppression in the 
village. 

asc ec 49. The Som Prakdsh, of the 27th June, is glad to learn that Mr. Lambert of 
June 27th, 1892 the Calcutta Police has been appointed a member 
Bete Hon ble Mr. Lambert inthe of the Bengal Council. Mr. Lambert’s services are 
engal Council. ‘ : Pe 
robably required in the Bengal Council in connec. 
tion with the Chaukidari Bill There can be no doubt that there are few men 
in this country possessing so large a police experience as Mr. Lambert. | 
a Re 50. The Dainik-o-Samdchdr Chandriké, of the 30th June, says that 10 
CHANDRIKS, , the hearing of the case Jadulal Mullick versus the 
June 30th, 1892 ate eee of the BengalCoun- (ogleytta Municipalit at the High Court, many 
pd end flaws were jane in the new Calcutta Munia- 
pal Act. The language of the Act is not good in many places, and is not 
expressive in others. Mr. Justice Trevelyan openly said that he had failed to 
mone oat the meaning of many passages, the language employed being scarcely 
nglish. 

But it is not this Municipal Act alone that is badly drawn up. Every Act 
of the Bengal Council contains defects of style and expression, And this # 
owing to the over-confidence of the civilian gentlemen who draft the Benge 
Council Bills in their powers of composition. The Acts of the Supreme Coun 
are not generally so faulty in language and style, because they are mostly 
drafted by able men. — rose 

ii siete le a 51. The same paper says that Her Majesty the Queen has in her ar i 
CHANDRIKA. tion Speech expressed herself very hopett Ts 
Tove, Queen, on, the amended regard to the amendments made in the hs 
Councils Act. It is not proper to question 4 the 
Her Majesty has said on this subject at the advice of Her Ministers, 9? be 

Indians would do well to pray to God that Her Majesty’s anticipations my - 

: ° . ° hat it 18 ten 
fulfilled. But the writer cannot at the same time help observing t nded 
to one that Councils in this country, framed in accordance with the amé 
Act, will not contain any Indian member able to give advice to Gore ‘aah 
which will be approved of by the whole Indian population, and that eve? 
members can be had, their advice will in no case be accepted by Gov' 
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IV.—NATIVE STATES. 


: uga, of the 23rd June, says that the English Government 
—— desires at heart to destroy the nationality of the 

The anglicising of N ative Hindus. Itis for this that Government initiates 
Princes. minor Native Princes _ on ways and — 
‘. infancy, and, this method failing, the physicians in attendance 

8 wo otea ewe take them to England on the plea of their ill-health. 
a -, on such a plea that the Gaikwar of Baroda has lately been sent to 


England. 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


53, The Ulubaria Darpan, of the 13th June, had hopes that, with the com- 
mencement of the rains, the price of rice would 
the outlook in Ulubaria in the og down, but those hopes have been frustrated 
—— by the continuous rainfall in the first week of 
the month of June. This rainfall has done more harm than good to agri- 
culture. Paddy seeds were sown at the commencement of the rains, but the 
heavy rain which followed prevented their germination and caused them to rot. 
The peasants have up to this time lived on seed-grains, and seed-grains have 
now been destroyed. The outlook is very gloomy this year. 

54, The Hindi Bangavdsi, of the 20th June, says that while the people 
of India are suffering from scarcity, wheat is 
just now selling in England at a very cheap price. 
Well, the people of India are weak, whilst those 
of England are strong, and the weaker people must resign themselves to their 
fate. : 


Food-grains in India and Eng: 
land. 


5). The Darussaltanat and Urdu Guide, of the 24th June, says that the 

people are always a little too prone to blame the 
Government for their sufferings on account of 
scarcity, but they do not do anything themselves to prevent the danger. It is 
open to the people to improve their industries, and thus prevent the possibility 
of a scarcity. 


56. A Calcutta correspondent of the Bengal Exchange Gazette, of the 24th 


Scarcity and distress. 


Distress in the Tangail sub. June, has been informed from ‘Tangail, in the. 


division of the Mymensingh diss Mymensingh district, that a man and his wife in 
7 that place having been unable to give any 
food to their children for two days have committed suicide. This clearly 
shows that, although a widespread famine has not yet made its appearance in 
Bengal, severe distress prevails in some places. Will the authorities, in the 
lace of the above fact, still make light of all reports of scarcity, and persist 
in declaring that men cannot die of starvation within British territory? The 

ouly remedy now lies in suspending the export of food-grains for some time. 
07. The Bangavdsi, of the 25th June, says that, according to Mr. Quinn, 
ii tied Commissioner of the Bhagalpur Division, the 
7 en distress in that division has somewhat abated. 


But this means that there was great distress in the division some time or other. 

ut even when distress was at its height in that division, Government did not 
‘yend a cowrie for the relief of the sufferers, all the help received by the latter 
having been rendered by the District Board, which spent Rs. 45,944 in relief 
Works and Rs, 9,000 in charities, The spending of the District Board’s money. 
On relief works is something that the public can understand, but what authority 


had the Board to spend its money in charities? ‘That was certainly a 
misuse of their money by the Board authorities. | 
98. A correspondent of the Prakriti, of the 25th June, writes as follows:— 
Theft, dacoity and murder are rife in the Diamond Harbour subdivision 
antttess &e, in the Diamond Of the 24-Parganas District. Perfect lawlessness 
MPargonasdson «oof =the ~=prevails there. Famine in a terrible form has 


7 r 
8 district, ‘ 
poor cannot ad te out, and people are starving. Work for the 


~ taney the price of cattle fourfold. Rice is selling at five rupees per maund. 
em P on of agriculture are very gloomy. Theft from sheer necessity is 
8 Caily committed in one place or another. 


be had in this subdivision. Cattle mortality from cholera has 


NAVAYUGA, 
June 23rd, 1892. 


ULUBARIA DaRPay, 
June 13th, 1892, 


HinDr BaNeavasl, 
June 20th, 1892. 


DARUSSALTANAT 
AND UrpvU GOIDE, 


June 24th, 1892, 


BENGAL EXcHaNnag 
GAZETTE, 


June 24th, 1892, 


BANGAVASI 
June 25th, 1892 


PRAKRITI, 
June 25th, 1892. 


BURDWAN SANJIVANI, © 


June 2st, 1892, 


NaVAYUGA, 
June 23rd, 1892, 


NaVaYvouaa, 


BANGANIVASI, 
June 24th, 1892, 


SANJIVANI, | 
June 25th, 1892, 


Dacca PRAKASH, 
June 26th, 1892. 


( 662 ) 


VI.—MIscELLANEOUS, 


59. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 21st June, is glad to Jear 
present Magistrate of Sevdvte 1s a re 
The Magistrate of Burdwan. | of that paper, and makes enauir; reader 
— hat paper, quiries about the wants 
and complaints which are reported in it. Much good is likely to result to the 
district from this practice of the Magistrate, who deserves thanks for the troubl 
which{he takes in the interestiof the people. The writer dwells on the necessity of 
writing in the newspapers with the greatest caution, and of guarding against 
the sablicadion of incorrect information, and warns his correspondents not {, 
send to his paper any news without first ascertaining its correctness. Ho tells 
his correspondents not to shrink from stating the truth, but he requests then 
not to exaggerate it. After Mr, Oldham the district of Burdwan has not ha 
such an able Magistrate. His stay in the district for some time will do much 
good to it. God grant that he may enjoy good health and stay in the district. 
60. The Navayuga, of the 23rd June, says that as Sir Charles Elliott js 
Sir Charles Elliott's coming Very much desirous of reducing expenditure, it js 
visit to Bankura. to be feared that his approaching visit to Bankura 
will be made the occasion for dispossessing many Ghatwalis of. their lands, 
It is said that in view of His Honour’s coming visit, many poor clerks in Bankura 
are preparing official uniform, with cloth dyed black, to comply with the dress 

circular, a he pan 

61. The same paper says that in the third part of his History of the Sepoy 
War, recently published, Babu Rajani Kanta Gupta | 


A defence of Nana Sahib. has, with great force and ingenuity, cleared Nana 


Sahib of the false charges that are brought against him. If this book had been 
written in English, it would have created a great sensation among the English 
eople. 
. "68. The Banganivdsi, of the 24th June, says that Dr. Gregg has repeatedly © 
The proposed Water-supply Con- urged on the Government the necessity of an in- 
ference at Belvedere. proved drainage system throughout the province, 
because he thinks that the interference of railways with the drainage of the 


country is mainly responsible for the increase of sickness among its inhabitants. | 
But Government has neglected this advice for fear of the large expenditure which 
its adoption will involve. A similar advice was given to Government by the 
Commission appointed some years ago to investigate the causes of the prevalence 
of fever in the Nadia district. The Commission found the cause of the disease 
in the bad drainage of that part of the country, owing to the silting up of rivers; 
and strongly recommended to Government the re-excavation of the old beds of 
several rivers and nullas. But that advice, too, was neglected by Governmet!. 
These things make one despair of any good result from the proposed Conferent 
at Belvedere. ‘he municipalities are too poor to undertake any scheme of 
drainage or water-supply ; and if money is not spent from the provincial 
revenues, the whole movement will end in a farce. a 
63. The Sanjivani, of the 25th June, says that in retaliation for Mr. ol 
Mr. Caine and the European disclosures of the excise policy of the Governmel 
community in Simla. of India before the British public, the Europes 
community in Simla have composed a song, in which that gentleman 18 descr! 
as a clerk of the Sub-Editor of one of the most insignificant papers 10 Engian¢, 
and as a liar, and it is said that even the Viceroy attends the aa he 
which it is sung, and fully enjoys it, But such conduct on the part 0 
Viceroy of India is extremely reprehensible. th from 
64. The Dacca Prakdsh, of the 26th June, has the following oD dea 
scarcity of water :— on that 


It has been proved by ‘medical m 


ople fall ill by drinking the impure water of rivers without one rs 
uf 


Death from scarcity of water. 


ave been able to show that by drinking the water of a river without ou rpetua 
inhabitants of not less.than five hundred villages on its banks became ramp 

invalids, and died. A small stream flows through the Jafargan), H know? 3 
and Nawabganj thdnas of the Dacca district, one part of which “ and 
the Kantapati and the other as the Ichhamati. It is about 50 miles tle the 

only about 30 yards broad. The river is, indeed, very small, but 1ts w@ had for: 
life of the inhabitants of not less than one thousand villages. This river 


wns 
merly two mouths, one a little above the junction of the Pudma and the J4 
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ar Goalundo which is now completely blocked up, and the other, which is 
= the Dhalesvari near Ghioir hat, admits the passage of a current only during 
. or five months, it being entirely blocked up in the month of Asvin. After 
tbe blocking up of the two mouths, malaria has combined with cholera and many 
ther diseases to kill the people inhabiting the banks of the river. Every man 
in every house there rolls in agony on the bed of sickness, and men can scarcely 
i found to supply them with medicine and diet. And after lingering on in 
this manner for three or four months, the weak begin to die, and the villages 
become, a8 it were, 80 many smashans or burning grounds. oe 

The census shows that the population of the district of Dacca is increasing 
every year; but the case is quite the contrary as regards the population on the 
banks of that small stream. The villages, once so mm and rosperous, 
are converted into wastes, and look like so many wildernesses. Seeing this 
decrease in the population, we made out in 1291 B.S. statistics of the popula- 
tion of the villages for 25 years, and we will never forget the grief with which we 
contemplated the result of our labours. ‘lhe people of this part of the district 
have no idea that they can receive any benefit from Government, and they do 
not therefore consider it necessary to publish the stories of their sorrow. But 
there is, nevertheless, deep dissatisfaction among them owing to their havin 
received no benefit during the last 15 or 20 years in return for the road an 
public works cesses which they have paid in the expectation that their sufferings 
will be removed. We, therefore, feel it necessary to tell their tale of suffering. 
But we will not give detailed accounts of the condition of every village. 
We give in this issue only a rough statistical statement of the population of a 
single village during 25 years, - 

The village in question had, in 1267 B. S., three Brahmin families contain- 
inginall ten members. One of these families is now extinct, and the other two, 
having lost four of their members, are living elsewhere. In that year there 
were found in the village 17 Kyastha families with 59 members, a number which 
received an increase of 26 by birth, marriage and adoption. But 49 members 
have died, mine families are extinct and six families may go elsewhere any 
moment. In the same year there were 10 poor Kyastha families, five Sudra 
families, two patita (fallen) families, and three barber families, and these contain- 
ed in all 92 members. ‘That number was increased by 8 by birth and marriage. 
Qi these, 79 have died, 15. have gone elsewhere, and only six remain, and live on; 
and six families are extinct. In that yea there were families of Jeles (Juala), 
Patunis (Dome) and Bhumalis (Hari) with 34 members, which number increased 
by 22 by birth and marriage; of these 44 have died, ten have gone elsewhere 
and only two remain, Besides these, many persons came from elsewhere and 
settled in the village; and of them too, many have died. 

This statement will show what a terrible decrease there has been of the 
population of the village. Inexpressibly wretched must the condition of the 
village be of whose 251 inhabitants, 177 die and only 74 remain in different 
places. We know for certain that the condition of most of the villages on the 
banks of the Kantapati river is cs bad as that of the village noticed above. 
Now, reader, just consider how these villages have arrived at their sad condi- 
hon, If the medical opinion that such depopulation as this must result from 
drinking the water of a river without outlet is true, is it not the duty of a 
overnment that loves its subjects to promptly adopt measures to prevent 
people from dying by drinking this ion? If Government really means to 
. good to the people, we request it to save the lives of the people on the 
anks of the Kantapati by removing from the water they drink the poison that 
is taking away their lives. 

. tt would not cost much to render the water of the river wholesome. Tho 
pation of the Pudma and the Jamuna is only two and-a-half miles from the 
Pare see, If a khalis cut through this tract of two.and-a-half miles the 
tapati will retain its current throu ghout the year, and thus become the 
the lives of the lakhs of pecsse dwelling on its banks. If the 
can spend crores of rupees for the benefit of the people, should. 

duty to spend some thousand rupees on the construction of a ‘hal 

so many lives? We mean no expenditure from the regular 

benefit ; We have said before that the people of this part have received no 
‘1 Teturn for the lakhs of rupees paid by them in the shape of the 
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road and public works cesses during some years past, and this poi 
ask the Goveeninint to consider, Let not thes ering people ee kaow Fm 
Government lives only to extort, and not to benefit, ” 

The connection of the Kantapati with the Pudma will be beneficial 
ways. There being no straight water-route from the Pudma to the Dh 
the Dacca and Goalundo steamer has to make a long circuit. With t 
of removing this inconvenience and the waste of money involved in it, th 
Eastern Bengal. Railway Company once proposed to construct a khal from the : 
Kantapati. If the Kantapati is connected with the Pudma by a khal and if 
the mouth of the Kantapati at Dhalesvari is deepened for some distance the 
river will become navigable by steamer throughout the year. By the openin 
of this route, the passage of the Narainganj despatch steamer will be shortened 
by 55 miles, and it is needless to tell how convenient and profitable the shorten. 
ing will be. But after the Eastern Bengal Railway Company had made 
arrangements for the construction of a khal and spent a large sum of money on 
survey and other works, the old Goalundo station tumbled down, inflicting on 
the company an amount of loss which very much discouraged them, and the line 
having shortly after come under Government management the khal scheme 
was brag forgotten. 

Sir Charles Elliott, who has great experience of public works affairs, is now 
our protector. If he saves the people about the Kantapati, and opens the 
very profitable steamer route, suggested above, by constructing the proposed 
khal, Government will earn great glory, and will have done its duty, and Sir 
Charles’ own name will, at the same time, become immortal. 

65. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 27th June, thus examines 
Mr. Harrison’s proposals in connection with the currency question :—— 

Mr. Harrison’s first proposal relates to the adoption of a gold standard for 

Mr. Harrison on the currency the value of the silver currency of India. He 
quest.on. contends that the adoption of a gold standard for 
the value of the silver currency is not the same thing as the adoption of a gold 
currency. He further observes that if the standard value of the silver currency 
is fixed at the English sovereign it will have the effect of giving the soverel 
currency in India, and English sovereigns will as a consequence come to “ 
coined in the Indian mints. But does not this mean the same thing as the 
adoption of a gold currency in India? 

Whether the sovereign is imported from England or isstruck in this country, 
the effect of its adoption will be the same. Again, Mr. Harrison admits that 
the adoption in this country of a gold standard for the value of the silver 
currency will induce the people to sell their gold ornaments. That this will be 
a loss to India has been repeatedly shown by the writer, who is unable to see 
how the adoption of a gold standard for the value of the silver currency will 
not be the same thing as the adoption of a gold currency. 

Mr. Harrison’s second, third, and fourth proposals show, how if a gold 
standard is adopted for the value of the silver currency here, all India’s debts 
will have to be paid, and all incomes collected in that standard. There 1s 
nothing new in this; it will be the necessary result of the adoption of a gold 
standard. The effect of conducting all monetary transactions in a gold standar 
will necessaily be the adoption of a gold currency in India, and place India 
in this respect on the same footing as England. But, as the writer has 
already so often said, the currency which suits a country with 33 crores 0 
people cannot possibly suit a country with a population estimated at 30 crores. 

Mr, Harrison says, in the fifth place, that the adoption of a gold. stan 
will make rupee-notes obsolete. The writer was the first to say this. Mr. 
Harrison further observes that people will be at liberty to convert their rape 
notes into money. But if all holders of rupee-notes insist, at one and the same 
time, on the conversion of their notes, Government will find itself in great a 
culty. The cash held in reserve by Government to meet the demands = 
paper circulation is a little above 12 crores of rupees; but the value of the 2 “ 
in circulation is greatly in excess of that sum, Thus a demand made at on? 
and the same time for the conversion of all notes into cash will make Gover 
ment insolvent, ? cash 

Mr, Harrison thinks that most people will convert their notes not into be 
but into new sovereign notes. But this is a mere assertion, It méey 


in other 
alesvari, 
he view 
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; t most people will prefer sovereigns to sovereign notes. 
safely P a sdopiion of : acid dandind, notes for petty sums will become 
ce ’ here in the same way as they have become obsolete in England. 
os 8 England, which is a very rich country, Mr. Goschen’s attempt to 
se ce one pound notes has failed. The removal from the currency of notes 
sy " sums will injuriously affect the financial position of Government. 
od gd Government will only prove itself ignorant of political economy if it 
es to the adoption of a gold standard, _ 
yi In the sixth place, according to Mr. Harrison, after the adoption of a gold 
tandard, Government will have to make its payments to its officers in that 
¢andard, requiring at the same time zamindars, and other people to pay their 
venue in the same standard. The zamuindars, whom this arrangement will 
ifiect, ought not to object to this. For, though they will lose by the arrange- 
nent, they will be at liberty to recoup themselves by requiring the payments 
jue from their raiyats to be made in the gold standard. But, as the proposed 
gold standard will vary according to the value of gold and silver, for the time 
being, the above arrangement will introduce an element of uncertainty in all 
transactions between Government and the people, and the latter will be unable 
to know at times the exact amount they will have to pay to Government ‘T’hus 
| the effect of the arrangement will be to convert the permanent settlement into 
a most uncertain and fluctuating thing. 

In the seventh place, Mr. Harrison asks Government to put a stop to the 
free coinage of silver, and to fix the value of silver, by adding the cost of 
inportation, to the value of that metal in the English market. Now, a stoppage 
of the free coinage of silver will diminish the circulation of silver coins, and will 
mradually make the currency of India a bi-metallic one. But, though the a 
tion of a bi-metallic currency is the only solution of the =. difficulty, still, 
the writer is opposed to the arrangement proposed by Mr. Harrison, simply 
because he thinks that a gold currency is unsuitable in a poor country like India. 
Mr. Harrison wants to make only India bi-metallist, but that will not do. The 


dificulty will not disappear unless England ceases to be mono-metallist, and adopts 
a silver currency. 


Mr. Harrison is, in the eighth place, for letting the —. currency alone. 


Ile, however, wants to reduce the value of the rupee. And if this is done, the 
value of the copper currency will necessarily have to be altered, as, otherwise, 
the value of that currency will become as uncertain as that of the cowrie shell—a 
result which can hardly be desirable in a poor country like India 

Munthly, according to Mr. Harrison, the value of a sovereign will ordinarily 
be 15 rupees, but for people who will want to have rupee promissory notes 
converted into sovereign promissory notes, the value will be fixed at Rs. 10. 
This anomaly will make people doubt the intentions of Government. 

It is, therefore, clear that Mr. Harrison’s proposals will have the effect of 
axing the currency still more unstable than it 1s. His proposals are similar 
‘0, and as unfit to be adopted as, those of Mr. Mackay. 

66. The Grdmvdsi, of the 27th June, thanks the Lieutenant-Governor for 
the interest which His Honour has evinced in the 
question of drainage and water-supply, by appointing 
a Conference which will shortly meet at Belvedere 
In the opinion of the writer, the District Boards should 
khals, & , whose owners are unable for want of means to 
ihe wack , get them re-excavated, and then let out at rents. In this way, 
" _ of re-excavation will be speedily done. Government should lend mone 
had oards for this purpose; and money thus lent is sure to be repaid 
badd ‘ proceeds of the rents of the tanks. And when the loan will have been 

~ the rents will be a source of income to the Boards. | 
e Som Prakdsh, of the 27th June, is in favour of the adoption of a 

A gold currency for India gold currency in India. It is true that, on the 
Will go do _ _ adoption of a gold currency here, the price of gold 
entail bse and remain fixed between Rs. 15 or 16 per bhari, and that will 
Pree, B ‘© pecuniary loss on those who are buying gold at its ree high 
"AP ce the loss to private individuals will be greatly counterbalanced by 
i ady antage whi h . . . - 
rupees ich the public will gain from the measure. Eight crores 

» Fepresenting the loss from exhange, will be annually saved to 


Boag mufassal water-supply ques- 


‘0 consider the matter. 
purchase those tanks, 
‘e-excavate them 
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» June 27th, 1892, 
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Governmont, and the necessity for retaining the income tax, 80 irksome {, 
people, will cease to exist. the 


68. The Dainik-o-Samdchdr Chandrikd, of the 30th June, do 


° ‘ 8 not wo d 
that Sir Lepel Griffin sh — 
Sir Lepel Griffin's abuse of the P on 2 constantly abusing 


! Bengalis in the English monthlies and ‘ht: 
en It was the Bengali press which ¥ sortnightlcs 


trom his paradise, and exiled him from India. Sir Lepel will go on sae? 
the Bengalis as long as he lives, abuse being the coward’s only weapon. ying 


UriyA PApErs. 


69. The Uriya and ey of the Ist June, is stron 

Salt manufacture and the salt- the salt-tax, which affects the poor, and advises ; 
tae. early abolition. In this connection,. i 
observes that poor people ought not to be prosecuted at the present time fp 
mauufacturing salt privately, because they are in great distress. 
70. Referring to the distribution of titles on the Queen’s birthda 
Orissa and the Birthday Samvadvamka, of the 2nd June, 


honours. 


gly Opposed to 


, the 
( observes with 
sorrow that no one in Orissa received such a title 

} 


and suggests that Government may remember the Province when the nex 
opportunity comes. 


71. The same paper reports rain from the Balasore and Soro thénas of 
Rainfall and crime in the the Balasor, district, but observes that the price of 
Balasore District. ghee (clarified butter) is extraordinarily high, The 


writer also notices increase of theft in the Soro thana, and ascribes it to the 
scarcity of food in that thana. 


Rainfall in the Cuttack diss 72 The Utkal Dipika, of the 4th June, reports 
trict. rain from the Cuttack district, 


73. The Utkal Dipika, of the 4th June, does not at all approve of the conduct 


Che Wncteas cme of the Government of the North-Western Provin-' 
7" ces, in abruptly closing the Hurdwar Mela by ill- 


treating and insulting the pilgrims, who had collected there for purposes of 
religion. . 


74, The same paper, though glad to find that two candidates for the 
Uriyas in the Subordinate Exe- last competitive examination for the Subordinate 


cutive Service. Executive Service in Bengal, who had appeared 


from Orissa, succeeded in securing high places in the list, suggests that 


Government should have given at least one of the next ten apprenticestips| 
for Deputy Collectorships to an Uriya. 


75. The same paper, with its contemporaries, bemoans the loss which the 

The results of the Public Service Natives of India have suffered in consequence of 
Commission. the Government of India’s following the recom 
mendations of the Public Service Commission, which have finally resulted 10 


reducing the number of posts hitherto reserved for Natives, and in allowing 
others to share in common with them. 


ASsAM PAPERS. 


76. The Sikhar, cf the 13th June, says that no one in Assam has 
Disiribution of honours in received titles on the occasion of the last dist 
Assam. d riches st! 
the only means of obtaining these titles, and probably no one in 
these qualifications. There are, of course, men of worth in 
honours worth in these days? The lot of Cachar is apparently better 
that of the rest of Assam. It owns a Rai Bahadur, viz., Rai Harichar 
Bahadur. This man was made a Rai Bahadur after the Lushai war. But 


° “ "I 
or three Lushai wars have since taken place, and yet no other man has bee 
made a Rai Bahadur. 


thief 
77. The same paper thought that his confirmation in the office Lies 
Mr. Ward, Chief Commissioner Commissioner of Assam would convert Mr. 


ter & 
. —— to a perfect man of business. But, a8 & rad 
act, the confirmation has effected no alteration in the habits of Mr. 
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ho continues to be the indolent, indifferent, and timid man that he was before 
his confirmation. Nearly three months are over, and yet the Municipal budget 
has not been passed. Mr. Ward’s fear for his own life is so great that, during the 
Manipur war, his steamer was not permitted to come near the banks. It always 
-emained in the middle of # stream. The Manipur war has been long over, and 
et the men who lost their elephants in that war have not been paid the 
‘ndemnity due to them. Such indifference is not proper in the ruler of a Province. 
Thanks to the industry of Sir Charles Elhott during his stay in Assam, he 
organised the different departments of the State in such a way that people have 
not yet suffered much in consequence of Mr. Ward’s inactivity and indolence. 


7g, The same paper has the following:—For some reason or other, the 
British Government of India is short of money ; for 
otherwise it would not have employed indifferent 
men on comparatively small salaries to discharge administrative and judicial 
duties carrying grave responsibilities. Government wants to save money, and 
that no matter, whether saving money means failure of justice or oppression of 
the people. Government saves money by employing men on small salaries, but 
the men so employed—often worthless, incompetent men—consider themselves 
fortunate for the salaries they get. Thus, there is gain all round, and it is 
only the hapless people who suffer. The expenses of litigation have become 
almost prohibitive in character, and suitors are mercilessly fleeced by lots of 
hungry pleaders, mukhtars, &c. Prompt disposal of cases has become a thing 
unknown; while.men, no matter whether they are mere striplings or septagen- 
arians, are in charge of districts, and have their own way in all matters. 
There is hardly a district in Assam where there are not instances of magisterial 
lawlessness and oppression, while districts having at their head, three or four 
boy sahibs remind one of the regime of Siraj-ud-daula, and woe betide the man 
that incurs their displeasure. All hakims, native and European, are of the same 
order. There is hardly one among them who thinks of dharma or of the next 
world. They do what they like. ‘I'he condition of Assam is deplorable in the 


extreme. 


The public service in Assam. 


79. The same paper takes exception to the Resolution which has been 


passed by the Cachar Planters’ Association, in 
hs Wicakcee? Raeatdetten regard to Mr. Shuttleworth, the present District 

Superintendent of Police, Cachar. The writer 
knows Mr. Shuttleworth to be a man of ability and active business habits. 
Mr. Shuttleworth acquitted himself very creditably in the recent Lushai 
troubles, He was once officiating Commander of the Frontier Police, and 
discharged the duties of that office with credit. The 7 of that police 


Mr. Shuttleworth and _ the 


regard him with greater respect than they regard Mr. Cole. He is always 
prompt in collecting coolies and provision for troops. That the planters are 


dissatisfied with him is probably because he declined to do something which 
they wished him to do. 


80. The same paper says that the pers of Head Muharrir of the Silchar 
de ll ia Tahsil office having fallen vacant, a good many 
TabsilOfice SS Sspeople, and one of whom wasa B.A., applied for the 
post. ‘The post has, however, been given not to 
the B.A. or to any other eligible candidate, but tothe brother of the head-master 
of the local zilla school. This man entered office three months ago on a salary 
of Rs, 25, and a post carrying a salary of Rs. 48-8 has been given him in 
preference to better men. Such lawlessness on the part of the Deputy Commis- 
“loner 1s very objectionable. It is hoped that those whose claims have been 
overlooked will appeal to the Chief Commissioner. 


81. The same paper has not published a letter which Babu Kamal 

Dr. Chundra Nath Rov, of CUwndra_Dass, of Bajar Boraibari, has written 
Hoilakandy, % ° against Dr. Chundra Nath Roy, of Hoilakandy, the 
india reason being that the writer is not known to the 
= ut it will be a serious thing if the statements contained in the letter 
the vec it is said that the doctor refuses to -~* medicines without seeing 
patient fo always charges fees for visiting 


patients, § “4 whom medicine is wanted, and 
Je u : e . ‘ 
hospital ch conduct is very reprehensible in aman in charge of a public 
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June 18th, 1892, 
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SILCHAR 82. The editor of the same paper saw, on the 29th Jaishtha 


June 13th, 1892, ) risoner of the local jail took out some 
Cows employed in ploughing. 


last, a 


cows 
ullocks to graze. Some of these cows had sores 


on their necks, evidently caused by their employment as plough cattle. Noy 
utting a cow to the plough is ob] ectionable from a Hindu point of view 
Nabin Babu, the present jailor, is asked to prohibit the objectionable practice, 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
| Bengali Translator. 
Bencat! TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 
The 2nd July 1892. 


W. LeB. and others —Reg. No. 216 9C ~73 —6-7-92. 


